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place in the House during the passage of these pro-
posals were mainly concerned with this one topic.
It will be impossible to do more than give a bare
outline of the main principles of the measure, and
indicate the nature of the hopes and fears which it
aroused in its champions and opponents.

The two great distinguishing features of the scheme
were, first, the attempt made to bring realty into line
with personalty in regard to its liability to death
duty, and, secondly, the establishment of a scale of
graduation in the rate of duty payable, having regard
to the value of the whole aggregated property passing
on the death of a deceased person.

These, indeed, were both considerations which, to
some extent, had been in the mind of Mr. Goschen.
It will be remembered that, stimulated perhaps by his
knowledge of Lord Eandolph Churchill's intentions,
he had, in the year 1887, dwelt upon the necessity of
re-modelling the death duties ; and that he had pro-
ceeded, in the year 1888, to make a small attempt
to equalise the burden of the duty as between per-
sonalty and realty by adding to the rates payable
in respect of the latter kind of property, and by
allocating a portion of the yield from the former to
local taxation purposes. In the following year he had
made a tentative move in the direction of graduation
by the imposition of the estate duty, a super tax of
1 per cent, to be levied for a limited period on property
of over a given amount. There was, therefore, some
point, as well as much genial malice, in the passage
in ^ which Sir William Harcourt described himself as
a " faithful disciple " of his eminent predecessor.

But the piecemeal legislation to which the death